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What is garden bed 
maintenance?

ÅWeeding.

ÅCultivating.

ÅPruning.

ÅDeadheading.

ÅFertilizing.

ÅEdging.

ÅWatering

ÅPest & disease treatment.
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²ŜŜŘƛƴƎΧ

A weed is simply a plant (normally a 

wild/indigenous) growing where it is 

not wanted. Normally these plants 

are in direct competition with 

cultivated plants or interfering with a 

structure, pathway or some other 

construct. Some weeds can be 

designated noxious primarily in the 

speed they spread or damage/harm 

they can cause.
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How do we weed?
Å Hand weeding is still considered the best form of weeding.
Å Pulling.
Å Digging.
Å Turning/cultivating.

Å Chemical spraying is effective but can be hazardous to 
existing plants.
Å UseaccordingPPE.
Å Follow manufacturers directions.
Å Ensurethe type of chemical(selective/non-selective).

Å Prevention is limited in effectiveness but helps.
Å Mulch.
Å Fabric.
Å Selectivewatering.
Å Mind the gap.
Å Soil solarization/pasteurization.
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/ƻƳƳƻƴ άǿŜŜŘǎέΦ

ÅDandelion.

ÅCreeping bell flower.

ÅChickweed.

ÅThistle.

ÅCrab grass.

ÅQuack grass.

ÅPurple loosestrife.

ÅLeafy spurge.
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Cultivating soil.

ÅBreaking compacted soil.

ÅLoosening soil.

ÅBreaking macro-aggregates.

ÅAllows retention/absorption of 
water.

ÅAllows retention/absorption of 
nutrients.

ÅEnables gas exchange.

ÅLight weeding.
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ÅUse a preferred hand tool.
ÅHoe,3-prongcultivator,shovel,fork, claws.
ÅHand tool or long handle, or both.
ÅIf bedisemptycanuserototiller.

ÅDisrupt the top layer of soil to break it apart.

ÅGentlyaroundexistingplants.

ÅTurnsmallweedsin, removelargerweeds.

ÅAdd amendments if needed/desired.

ÅLeave soil level.

How to cultivate soil.



goldenacre.ca

Pruning

Å!ƭǿŀȅǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ р 5Ωǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘǊǳōǎ.

ÅDead, diseased, damaged, dangerous, desirable.

ÅPrimarily light pruning and desirable pruning, including hedge trimming. Always prune 
accordingly and correctly.

ÅKeep plant open.

ÅRemove damaged leaves.

ÅClean the plant up.

ÅObserve structure.
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ÅRemoving spent flowers from ornamental plants to 
ensure new blooms, overall health and appearance.

ÅRemovethe seedpod not just the petals.

ÅAesthetically it is nicer to remove long stems (day lilies) 
or cut back to a full leaf (roses).

ÅDonot deadhead production plants such as tomatoes, 
peppers, cucumbers.

ÅBenefitspollinators.

Deadheading.
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Deadheading annuals vs perennials.

Annuals

ÅEnsures new blooms.

ÅKeepsthe aesthetic.

ÅLimits seed spread.

ÅBenefitsandkeepspollinators.

Perennials

ÅAdds overall health.

ÅKeepsgardenclean.

ÅLimits seed spread.

ÅCanresult in newblooms.
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ÅMassivelybeneficialto overallgardenhealth.

ÅChoosefertilizer basedon a few optionsς
ÅOrganic vs chemical.

ÅPrimaryplants(flowers, veggies, perennials, trees)

ÅMediumapplicationbasedon lifestyle.

ÅDo not get hung up on the numbers.

ÅFollowmanufacturersrecommendations.

ÅDo not over-fertilize.

Fertilizer.
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What are the numbers?
The numbers on all fertilizers are simply the macronutrients 
that are essential for all plants to grow and thrive. The 
number simply represents percentage of nutrient in the 
product. They are always in the same order N-P-K.

Å NςNitrogen. Responsible for above ground leafy 
growth.

Å PςPhosphorous.Responsiblefor root development and 
flower, fruit and seed formation.

Å KςPotassium. Regulates root and top growth. Ensures 
that nutrients are flowing properly. Also builds health 
and resistance.
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Fertilized vs unfertilized. 
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Edging 
flower beds.
Adds physical barrier to prevent 
weeds.

Adds aesthetic by having clear 
lines.

Can be a simple cut edge.

Use edging materials.

Edge will need to be maintained.

Do not step on the edge.

Benefits in lawn cutting.
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