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Annuals.
What are they? How and 
when do I plant them?
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What is an annual?

ÅAn annual is any plant that has its entire life

cycle in one growing season.

ÅEvery part of the plant dies. Leaf, stem and

root. Seeds might live (overwinter). 

ÅPerennials are plants that have a life cycle

spanning many seasons.
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Annual life cycle.

ÅSeed germination.

ÅVegetative growth.

ÅMaturity.

ÅFlower development.

ÅFruit and flower development.

ÅDeath.

ÅCommence again.
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ÅTomatoes.

ÅPeppers.

ÅDill.

ÅBasil.

ÅGeraniums.

ÅImpatiens.

ÅSunflowers.

ÅCarrots.

Examples of annuals.
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ÅLoosen soil by adding amendments (compost, peat).

ÅAmend no deeper that 2-пέΦ

ÅDig hole slightly bigger than pot.

ÅGently remove annual.

ÅPlace in hole.

ÅBackfill with soil.

ÅDo not plant too deep/shallow.

ÅWater softly but saturate.

How to plant an annual (flowerbed).
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ÅAdd fresh potting mix. (Or blend your own).

ÅFill to about 2-пέ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻǇΦ

ÅDig hole slightly bigger than pot.

ÅGently remove annual.

ÅPlace in hole.

ÅBackfill with soil.

ÅDo not plant too deep/shallow.

ÅWater sparingly but frequently.

How to plant an annual (pot or basket).
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ÅPlant according to sun exposure.

ÅTall in the back, small in the front.
ÅExample ςSunflowers, Castor Bean, Cosmo, Zinnia, Sweet 

Alyssum, Creeping Jenny.

ÅaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎκŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ

ÅUtilize porches, decks, stoops, stairs.

ÅHanging baskets are perfect for small space.

ÅVines (Sweet Pea, Morning Glory) on fences/trellis.

Where to plant?
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Sun vs Shade veggies.

SUN

ÅTomato.

ÅPepper.

ÅCucumber.

ÅBasil.

ÅStrawberry.

ÅWatermelon.

ÅPumpkin

SHADE

ÅArugula.

ÅSpinach.

ÅKale.

ÅLettuce.

ÅBroccoli.

ÅPotatoes.

ÅKohlrabi.
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Sun vs Shade flowers.

SUN

ÅMarigolds.

ÅSunflowers.

ÅZinnia.

ÅDaisies.

ÅTea rose.

ÅSweet Alyssum.

ÅPetunias

SHADE

ÅImpatiens.

ÅBegonia.

ÅFuchsia.

ÅNew Guinea Impatiens.

ÅSweet Potato.

ÅColeus.

ÅBacopa.
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Sun vs Shade herbs.

SUN

ÅBasil.

ÅThyme.

ÅOregano.

ÅRosemary.

ÅChamomile.

ÅLavender.

ÅSage.

SHADE

ÅMint.

ÅDill.

ÅParsley.

ÅSorrel.

ÅChervil.

ÅChives.

ÅLovage.
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ÅAfter last frost!!!!

ÅMay long weekend is the rule of thumb, but it is 
not written in stone.

ÅAnnuals tend to dislike cold, snow, frost.

ÅSome annuals are perennials elsewhere.
ÅNew Guinea Impatiens, Verbena.

ÅAlways good to ensure you have time to finish 
planting and watering. 

When to plant?
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ÅAll annuals require regular water.

ÅCheck often, death can occur quite quickly.

Å¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
frequency.

ÅPots, hanging baskets and planters will likely need 
more than flower beds.

ÅNot all will be the same requirements.

ÅBe wary of overwatering containers.

Watering requirements.
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ÅStart a fertilizer program immediately.

ÅHigh phosphorus and potassium are key.

ÅFollow manufacturers recommendations.

ÅDo not over fertilize.

ÅAll purpose will work.

ÅWater soluble is my personal favourite.

ÅFertilize until autumn. All season long.

Fertilizer requirements.
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ÅDeadheading is key in some types.

ÅPlant depending on location, time and effort.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ

ÅRemember successes and not so successes from 
previous years.

ÅRotate crops.

Å5ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ

Tips and tricks.
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THANK YOU!!!


